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The Government has been endeavouring to impose a munici-
pality on the people, who protested against the measure. But what
could a minister who had accepted office in the teeth of public
opposition do but seek to impose his will upon the people and
show that he cared little for it?

Let us see what the municipality meant to the people; cer-
tainly not better sanitation, for the place was unusually well kept
by the people themselves; certainly not more education, for the
people were non-co-operators. It meant more taxation, more
interference with their liberty. This was an intolerable evil for
the people.

They therefore decided to remove to a bare place of ground
near by, outside the municipal area. They erected huts there for
residence and evacuated Ghirala-Perala about May last. Nothing
daunted, the minister has sought and received the assistance of the
Revenue Department which has levied penal cesses in respect of
the sheds on the ground that they were erected on Government
waste. The rate for each shed is Rs. 10-2-6, whereas the value
thereof is only Rs. 25. If this payment is not made, the occupants
have to vacate the sheds.

The commencement of repression is thus described in its note
by the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee:            ^

In the repression at Ghirala-Perala, the roll of honour is lengthen-
ing. Already 12 men and one woman have served out their term of im-
prisonment for refusing to pay the municipal taxeis. Three men are now
undergoing rigorous imprisonment in the Central Jail at Rajamahendri,
six more are awaiting orders of incarceration. It is extraordinary that
these six were sentenced to imprisonment nearly a month ago and the
sentence held in abeyance. We have not heard of any other instance
in which convicted persons are quietly told that they might go home and
await orders, not even bail bonds being taken from them. Many more in
Chirala-Perala are prepared to fill the prisons. The struggle is being car-
ried on with remarkable vigour and persistence, though the dis-
location of business caused by the evacuation and the loss of living in the
case of poorer inhabitants have entailed serious hardship.

The property of the convicted p^sons has been attached and
brought to sale a number of times at Bapatla and at Guntur for realiz-
ing the amount of fine levied on them. But no bidders have come forward
in dther place. This is an eloquent testimony to the sympathy generally
felt for the sufferings of the Ghirala-Perala patriots.

Here we have a concrete instance of the meaning of the re-
forms and responsibility. I doubt not that the minister believes that
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